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Dear Howard, ; 

By the time you get thus you will have wade your decision, so you know this letter is 
not addressed to that. Bather it is intended as a contribution towak you? education L ? 
confession of minor error that Ml called to my attention. It is true that in sS ayal 
aw my „orst enemy , one ol Bylvia's accusations. It is also true that with a small part 
the press I do not enjoy a good reputation. What Sylvia didn't adtiress is why. I ignore 
the sliare ol the responsibility for this that is hers and that of other critics. 14y 
personal connections wit the press are not that great and where I have any they are and 
e °° d * l° r exa “ ple » nid^e-grade news executives of BBC, uhiclihas refused to 

ar?S^dT Jr'" ^ ' ,hitewa:!h appeared and withoht any prior contact with BBC, 

arranged for staff counsel to see if he could help me with suits. But the real rea-on in 
that you can t fight and have those with whom you gight love you for it. The more they " 
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016 of ti? 5 til 16 1 d ° t0 fleht ’ to seek hel P wherever it may be obtained. 

mnA ?J l f t' aSaUDe t)lat the pre:iS haa a high regard for Bylvia. SJjow me what 

good it has done-anywhere , anythiwe . 

TOa +«' l ? t f r 3<1Ue n t ?' y !. bUt moro tllan other critic, 1 do hear from the press. Twice 

0m 0rnia> once t0 d0 a talk 0 how. You have been here when I've b^en in 

called nelSSLdrfXlw 1 * yOUP own evaluation. And why di you think Urahain 

Svlvi • v? ° yl ^ a 9 W1 ° Hriowsf' Can it be because he ban core respect for 

T fji !, f;uld stree ^'alds carrying picket sighs proclaiming the beauty of imrrigse 
and toyc^fmrSs^ ** **»e 1th 2of 

of we or the way I fight (witrls^ tilt ^ ^ £ US' ST'Sfm^h^ £ 

xS sss z & r::£e?: m “ r) but ~ s « 

know took™- L^luroh"' 1 l' ,aski fS ton last Wednesday. A Washington correspondent you do not 

STStJfSS fm 2; 

2rZ7£V'Z ^Is^hTx^/SsSt^ 

It 

sszxt ™ to liaave 

December* trip I didn't -eektt anv^f 1 ?? *** me * 7 1 th±rd ‘ 1,ve bra dGed, on my Movember- 
WBAP-TV aired me from Dealev PiJ^ !! ie . pr ® SU ’ tll0se that found me intei-viewed me. 

gangsters' lawyers talkefto me did th^m^+'t^* CUr i° S ‘ mrCello ' a ' Cla y Shaw ' a ^ 
State case agai.st Cianlson i? U o 1° apiX):Lnted s P° cial Prosecutor in the 

coid.l have. ^ Wa^r^fot*tL!r^ UP tW ° arChiV6S “ Lallas that Iiobo ^ 

(with Mo new SvefSeS Z “T ^ ^ me «««l ^ his car 

let me *> through hL ^ ^ S. unTatZl ° Md °“ ?“ the move), and 

his files. Jian^ wa- ^ un ™ tched - Bean Storey saw me twice and offered me 

I coMd ^? Zl ol at JSLT' 3T2t both as ^ I,riV&te secrcta ^ bat Wt! 

I'm making is that if you are Si?! tf 1 ! °f r th ° top ° f my ***** rjlhe P°iat 

can't expect Mu to wind up lovin- y OU heat thw uMt out of your opponent, you 

in my case, behind-the-scenes help is not the nt f 6tipeot j0u l or 1U md 

when I called at the tin- nf a+m? Ct ^ ex Ccption but the rale, hven at the mimes, 

4.* o„ t.,„ Lsr«oL^„n. J Ttsr^ « t* Ustoninc - “ ot «» 

«adn Jeny fno! or„t. But he hah not oo» up oitf^oten “Sia^TtSf ^ “ 
sood came of it. Bylvia wrote them after Bella's piZe L? Vv w 7 “ d n ° thine 
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of me and on an extraordinarily busy day (they'd just fired their famous critic Kauffman), 
Harrison Salisbury saw me. '^his is what led to their second investigation. It was sabotaged 
from the inside, largely by Roberts (who prospered for it). Sylvia was in new York, not 
I, and she did no tiling to forestall this. Tom Uiclcer tried several time and several way 
to help got Whitewash published (and learned his lesson from his inability, too). Several 
correspondents tried to get me published, here and in three or four foreign countriesi 
England, France, Germany and Japan, four. All arc famous correspondents. 

So Sylvia gets published in the Texas Observer, -^g deal. She feels great and thinks 
she is loved and i n the end wliat does it do her or us? Lore trouble, no better, iind the 
Times prints Belin and she writes. They lover her. But what good did it do? Salisbury 
had enough respect for me not to send me the kind of crappy letter he sent h« ; r. 

Despite what she says, I have never had a bad press in my own mi d light. It 

is the subject and my irreconcilable position. You .re familiar with the critical writing. 
What could Roberts say about me, for example? Or Gavzer and Eooay? And despite that fight, 
Ai J did dig up the Altgens picture for me and on my regular pushing. I have acess to their 
picture, 1 ., and UPI's. 1 don t think Byvliu even tried. UPI declassified the Dix and doorman 
pictures for me. I went to LIFE on their invitation last time I was in IFt and saw pictures 
they freely told me nobody but the FBI had seen. They liad refused Bud. I have gotten from 
lii J I every picture I've ever asked for, and they've gone into their basement looking for 
those I insist end they had and they said they didn't— and come back with them. After all 
the harsh fighting, UPI asked me to do a commemorative story, not Sylvia, Mark, Garrison 
or Epstein. They t put it on the wire as their only assassination commemoration that year. 
That papers didn t carry it had nothing to do with me but the subject, hy point here is 
dual: the subject remains a taboo and there is respect for me f despite my fighting. 

Terhaps because ol it. These are off the top of ray head. I am sure there are many more 
cases. 

Aside lrom the fact that I fight, there is animosity because I proved everyone wrong 
when P invented the underground book and made a success of it. Yet you should have been 
with me on t e fifth at the Booksellers' convention. There was mb single snide remark, 
many people looked me up, many spoke to me and introduced me to others. 1 am remembered 
in that area with respect, too. Even the pr sident of the Tines' publishing subsidiary, 
Quadrangle, A1 el Brisk, 3pent some time with me and reminisced about bin mistake in 
judgement in not doing WY. T . The man who was public-relations direc tor for Viking when they 
did Epsttlii spent some time with me. It may never happen, but he says he is coming here. 

? didn t have to talk to me or say that. And I did have a fight with him. But he 

also remembers that I helped himwith Epstein when Epstein wouldn't, without having read 
Epstein s book. I could go on and one. % point is that while I don't think you are hoing 
to want to or have to get into the kind of fight I have, learn a lesso for life. *ou may at 
some point have the decision to like. If you fight and fight with vigor, whether or not 
in all cases wisely, don t expect to be loved by thos,. you fight, whether or not you come 
out respected. ^And on thi3 subject of respect, when liarwood and Bradlee see me in the 
oso, as they do, they do not ignore me, do net tell others to have nothing to do with me. 
and are at least polite if not also, as has happened, also friendly). 

Ab to the way I fieht, and t.;e offbeat things I do. You heard one tape that tells you 
somethigg in one area. Liebc-ler in id Nizer fell silent and stayed that way. Who else did 

t esc things? When one lights, one has an objective. I fight for mine, not Sylvia's or 

Jerry's, as you know. J 

There have been ways of «ettin G a yood press on this subject. link's. He condemned 
■in mT others, winch includes Sylvia. In a book that save for error was completely otoleen, 
“ Jf PI ^; nded he was ab0Ve a11 critics roundly condemned them when 

1 j xdlcule the ‘\* iltL “ i£! the 103X1 Sf*** likes and respects. He has even G one eo 
far a„ to discouraGe others from any work, another basts for decent respect? That way is 

TJcToT'JT ' f ° r y0U * ib be Wa, who had ? 0 know tL Sal 

oource of every single citation in link's book to "according to a document recently 

discovered in the . Archives". Purity is in the twisted mind of the conceiver. I am not 
enc,>urajin G you Lo iiiiht as I have, llather I recommend against it or even fighting at all 
too lightening rod is enouch. But as youmature, loom the consequences and ZrTJL of Ik 
^ . As a generality , there is no way of not paying it. Hastily, 
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